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This Academic Grading Policy was created, revised and finalized with the 
School Leadership TEAM, as critical components remain performance 
levels, definition of performance levels,s and grade equivalents, for all 

grade levels K-5.   
 

Each of the grade specific documents below are samples of what your 
child's report card will look like, in addition to having at least one 

comment from your child's teacher, in each content area.   
 

As always, you are welcome to reach out to your child's teacher, or a 
member of the Administrative TEAM with any questions you may have. 

 



 

Grading Policy - Grade KG  
EXPLANATION OF GRADES 

PERFORMANCE LEVELS 

Performance Level  Definition of Performance Level Grade Equivalent  

4 Excels in standards 93-100% 

3+ Proficient in standards 88-92% 

3 Proficient in standards 80-87% 

2+ Below standards 76-79% 

2 Below standards 65-75% 

1 Well below standards 0-64% 

 
 

English Language Arts Overall / Average of Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking 

Reading / Teacher  Average of components below 
 60% Formal Assessment, 40% Classroom Performance 
Writing / Teacher  Average of components below 
30% Formal Assessment,  70% Classroom Performance 
Listening, Speaking, and Language / Teacher  Average of components below 
Content Area – 70% Whole group; 30% Small group lesson discussions 
Mathematics (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
30% Formal Assessments, 70% Classroom Performance 
Science (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
30% Formal Assessments, 70% Classroom Performance 
Social Studies and History (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
30% Formal Assessments, 70% Classroom Performance 
Physical Education / Teacher   
Participates in physical activity and demonstrates ability in age-appropriate movement, control, and fitness skills 
Demonstrates an understanding of basic parts of health-related fitness and the connection between physical activity and 
wellness 40% Mastery of Skills, 20% Participation/Effort, 20% Knowledge of concepts, principles, tactics, strategies, 20% 
Conduct-Exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others 
Clusters: Art, Dance, Music, STEM (Overall Grade) / Teacher  
Art Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
Dance Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
Music Cluster = 40% Participation, 40% Classroom Performance/Understanding Musical Concepts, 20% Effort  
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
STEM/Technology Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Demonstrates understanding of STEM content and concepts 
Social Emotional Development 100% Classroom/School Performance based on SEL rubric 

 

 



 

Grading Policy - Grade 1 
EXPLANATION OF GRADES 

PERFORMANCE LEVELS 

Performance Level  Definition of performance level Grade Equivalent  

4 Excels in standards 93-100% 

3+ Proficient in 
standards 88-92% 

3 Proficient in 
standards 80-87% 

2+ Below standards 76-79% 

2 Below standards 65-75% 

1 Well below 
standards 0-64% 

 

English Language Arts Overall / Average of Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking 

Reading / Teacher  Average of components below 
 60% Formal Assessment, 40% Classroom Performance 
Writing / Teacher  Average of components below 
30% Formal Assessment,  70% Classroom Performance 
Listening, Speaking, and Language / Teacher  Average of components below 
Content Area – 70% Whole group; 30% Small group lesson discussions 
Mathematics (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
30% Formal Assessments, 70% Classroom Performance 
Science (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
30% Formal Assessments, 70% Classroom Performance 
Social Studies and History (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
30% Formal Assessments, 70% Classroom Performance 
Physical Education / Teacher   
Participates in physical activity and demonstrates ability in age-appropriate movement, control, and fitness skills 
Demonstrates an understanding of basic parts of health-related fitness and the connection between physical activity and 
wellness 40% Mastery of Skills, 20% Participation/Effort, 20% Knowledge of concepts, principles, tactics, strategies, 20% 
Conduct-Exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others 
Clusters: Art, Dance, Music, STEM (Overall Grade) / Teacher  
Art Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
Dance Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
Music Cluster = 40% Participation, 40% Classroom Performance/Understanding Musical Concepts, 20% Effort  
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
STEM/Technology Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Demonstrates understanding of STEM content and concepts 
Social Emotional Development 100% Classroom/School Performance based on SEL rubric 

 
 



 

Grading Policy - Grade 2 
EXPLANATION OF GRADES 

PERFORMANCE LEVELS 

Performance Level Definition of performance level  Grade Equivalent  

4 Excels in standards 93-100% 

3+ Proficient in standards 88-92% 

3 Proficient in standards 80-87% 

2+ Below standards 76-79% 

2 Below standards 65-75% 

1 Well below standards 0-64% 

 

English Language Arts Overall / Average of Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking 

Reading / Teacher  Average of components below 
 60% Formal Assessment, 40% Classroom Performance 
Writing / Teacher  Average of components below 
30% Formal Assessment,  70% Classroom Performance 
Listening, Speaking, and Language / Teacher  Average of components below 
Content Area – 70% Whole group; 30% Small group lesson discussions 
Mathematics (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
Demonstrates an understanding of mathematical concepts  
Solves problems in multiple ways and explains solutions 30% Formal Assessments, 70% Classroom Performance 
Science (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
Demonstrates an understanding of science content and concepts 
Makes and tests predictions, seeks answers, and develops solutions 
30% Formal Assessments, 70% Classroom Performance 
Social Studies and History (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
Demonstrates an understanding of social studies content and concepts 
30% Formal Assessments, 70% Classroom Performance 
Physical Education / Teacher   
Participates in physical activity and demonstrates ability in age-appropriate movement, control, and fitness skills 
Demonstrates an understanding of basic parts of health-related fitness and the connection between physical activity and 
wellness 40% Mastery of Skills, 20% Participation/Effort, 20% Knowledge of concepts, principles, tactics, strategies, 20% 
Conduct-Exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others 
Clusters: Art, Dance, Music, STEM (Overall Grade) / Teacher  
Art Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
Dance Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
Music Cluster = 40% Participation, 40% Classroom Performance/Understanding Musical Concepts, 20% Effort  
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
STEM/Technology Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Demonstrates understanding of STEM content and concepts 

 



 

Grading Policy - Grade 3 
EXPLANATION OF GRADES 

PERFORMANCE LEVELS 

Performance Level  Definition of performance level  Grade Equivalent  

4 Excels in standards 93-100% 

3+ Proficient in 
standards 88-92% 

3 Proficient in 
standards 80-87% 

2+ Below standards 76-79% 

2 Below standards 65-75% 

1 Well below 
standards 0-64% 

 

English Language Arts Overall / Average of Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking 

Reading / Teacher  Average of components below 
 50% Classroom performance, 50% Average of assessments including end of module assessments, weekly module 
assessments and selection quizzes 
Writing / Teacher  Average of components below  
50% Classroom performance, 50% Average of end of module essays 
Listening, Speaking, and Language / Teacher  Average of components below 
50% whole group discussions, 50% small group discussions based on Discourse Rubric 
Mathematics (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
Demonstrates an understanding of mathematical concepts 50% average of test scores, 50% classroom performance 
Solves problems in multiple ways and explains solutions 50% average of tasks, 50% average of classroom performance 
Science (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
50% Classroom performance, 50% Unit assessments 
Social Studies and History (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
50% Classroom Performance, 50% Unit assessments 
Physical Education / Teacher   
Participates in physical activity and demonstrates ability in age-appropriate movement, control, and fitness skills 
Demonstrates an understanding of basic parts of health-related fitness and the connection between physical activity and 
wellness 40% Mastery of Skills, 20% Participation/Effort, 20% Knowledge of concepts, principles, tactics, strategies, 20% 
Conduct-Exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others 
Clusters: Art, Dance, Music, STEM (Overall Grade) / Teacher  
Art Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
Dance Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
Music Cluster = 40% Participation, 40% Classroom Performance/Understanding Musical Concepts, 20% Effort  
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
STEM/Technology Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Demonstrates understanding of STEM content and concepts 

  



 

Grading Policy - Grade 4 
EXPLANATION OF GRADES 

PERFORMANCE LEVELS 

   Performance Level  Definition of performance level  Grade Equivalent  

       4 Excels in standards 93-100% 

       3+ Proficient in 
standards 88-92% 

     3 Proficient in 
standards 80-87% 

     2+ Below standards 76-79% 

   2 Below standards 65-75% 

1 Well below 
standards 0-64% 

 

 

English Language Arts Overall / Average of Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking 

Reading / Teacher  Average of components below 
50% Classroom performance, 50% Average of assessments including end of module assessments, weekly module 
assessments and selection quizzes 
Writing / Teacher  Average of components below  
50% Classroom performance, 50% Average of assessments including end of module writing (published piece) and end of 
module essay 
Listening, Speaking, and Language / Teacher  Average of components below 
Content Area – 70% Whole group; 30% Small group lesson discussions 
Mathematics (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
Demonstrates an understanding of mathematical concepts 50% average of test scores, 50% classroom performance 
Solves problems in multiple ways and explains solutions 50% average of tasks, 50% average of classroom performance 
Science (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
50% Classroom performance, 50% Unit assessments 
Social Studies and History (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
50% Classroom Performance, 50% Unit assessments 
Physical Education / Teacher   
Participates in physical activity and demonstrates ability in age-appropriate movement, control, and fitness skills 
Demonstrates an understanding of basic parts of health-related fitness and the connection between physical activity 
and wellness 40% Mastery of Skills, 20% Participation/Effort, 20% Knowledge of concepts, principles, tactics, strategies, 
20% Conduct-Exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others 
Clusters: Art, Dance, Music, STEM (Overall Grade) / Teacher  
Art Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
Dance Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
Music Cluster = 40% Participation, 40% Classroom Performance/Understanding Musical Concepts, 20% Effort  
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
STEM/Technology Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Demonstrates understanding of STEM content and concepts 



 

Grading Policy - Grade 5 
EXPLANATION OF GRADES 

PERFORMANCE LEVELS 

Performance Level  Definition of performance level  Grade Equivalent  

4 Excels in standards 93-100% 

3+ Proficient in 
standards 88-92% 

3 Proficient in 
standards 80-87% 

2+ Below standards 76-79% 

2 Below standards 65-75% 

1 Well below 
standards 0-64% 

 

 

English Language Arts Overall / Average of Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking 

Reading / Teacher  Average of components below 
50% Classroom performance/homework, 50% Average of assessments including end of module assessments, weekly 
module assessments and selection quizzes 
Writing / Teacher  Average of components below  
50% Classroom performance/homework, 50% Average of assessments including end of module writing (published piece) 
and end of module essay 
Listening, Speaking, and Language / Teacher  Average of components below 
Content Area – 70% Whole group; 30% Small group lesson discussions 
Mathematics (Overall Grade) / Teacher Average of components below 
Demonstrates an understanding of mathematical concepts 50% average of test scores, 50% classroom performance/HW 
Solves problems in multiple ways and explains solutions 50% average of tasks, 50% average of classroom performance/HW 

Science (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
50% Classroom performance, 50% Unit assessments 
Social Studies and History (Overall Grade) / Teacher  Average of components below 
50% Classroom Performance, 50% Unit assessments 
Physical Education / Teacher   
Participates in physical activity and demonstrates ability in age-appropriate movement, control, and fitness skills 
Demonstrates an understanding of basic parts of health-related fitness and the connection between physical activity 
and wellness 40% Mastery of Skills, 20% Participation/Effort, 20% Knowledge of concepts, principles, tactics, strategies, 
20% Conduct-Exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others 
Clusters: Art, Dance, Music, STEM (Overall Grade) / Teacher  
Art Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
Dance Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
Music Cluster = 40% Participation, 40% Classroom Performance/Understanding Musical Concepts, 20% Effort  
Creates, performs, responds to, and reflects upon arts and making art. Demonstrates understanding of arts content and concepts 
STEM/Technology Cluster = 40% Creativity/Skill, 40% Effort, 20% Participation 
Demonstrates understanding of STEM content and concepts 



 

Elementary School Marking Period/Report Card Dates 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*All Report Cards will be available digitally on your child's NYSCA accounts* 
If you would like a hard copy of your child's report card, please contact the main office. 

 
New or Recently Admitted Students: 
Students who enroll in school after the year has started may have missed assignments or assessments needed to 
generate a complete course grade for a given marking period.  These students may be given a grade of ‘NL’ on their 
Report Card to indicate this circumstance.  ‘NL’ does not have a pass/fail or numeric equivalent. Students who 
receive a grade of ‘NL’ must successfully complete the remaining course in order to receive a final grade.  If you are 
unsure please contact admin for further questions. 

 
Grading and Reporting Requirements 

Weight of Assessments, Classwork, Projects and Graded Assignments for Each Course Grade: 
 

○​ 3K/Pre-K: Students do not receive report cards.  Parent Teacher Conferences will afford parents with the 
opportunity to speak privately with their child's teacher about their child's progress towards meeting 
standards. 

○​ Grades K-5:   
■​ Report Cards will be sent home at the end of each marking period.  Please note that when you 

receive your child's report card in June, the final grade is an average of marking periods 1,2 and 3.   
■​ Grades K-5 students will be assessed in the following areas: 

●​ English Language Arts (Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking and Language) 
●​ Mathematics 
●​ Science 
●​ Social Studies 
●​ Physical Education 
●​ Art 
●​ Music 
●​ Dance 
●​ STEM/Technology 
●​ Social Emotional Learning 

 
Homework Policy- Daily Homework Assignments-  Not Counted Toward Report Card Grades (Grades K-4), Homework 
will be a part of students Reading, Writing and Mathematics grade each Marking Period, based on completion and 
effort.  

●​ Teachers will encourage children to complete all homework/family projects, as we value the home-school 
connection and opportunities for families to engage with kids. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

3K – 5th Grade Marking Periods 

Marking Period   Start Date   End Date   
Report Card 
Distribution   

1   09/04/25 11/26/25   12/15/2025   
2  12/01/25 02/27/26 03/16/2026  
3  03/02/26  06/03/26 06/26/2026 



 

Promotion in Doubt Process 
 

Chancellor’s Regulation A-501 outlines promotion standards for New York City public school students in grades  
through 12 as well as procedures for implementing the promotion policy, including the promotion in doubt process.  
 
The promotion in doubt (PID) process allows schools to formally notify families, in writing, that their child is at risk of not 
meeting promotion standards and being retained in the same grade for the next school year.  Additionally, it enables 
schools and families to plan for the needed support and interventions to help students achieve promotion standards 
by June. 
 
Promotion Timelines:  
The timelines provide an overview of the key deadlines and actions relating to the promotion process for schools.   
 

Date Action  

Fall Parent Teacher 
Conferences 

Schools give early notice to parents if their child’s performance is not approaching 
standards. 

Ongoing Schools review student promotion criteria information and update sources, systems as 
needed.  

January Promotion in Doubt Begins- Schools identify students as Promotion in Doubt.  

February School mail Promotion in Doubt letters to families.  

Spring Parent/ Teacher 
Conferences 

Schools update parents on their child’s progress towards meeting promotion standards.  

 
Promotion Criteria - Students with Disabilities 
 

●​ For students with existing IEPs, any changes to a student’s promotion criteria must be made by the end of 
January to be in effect for June’s promotion decisions.  

●​ For students who were initially referred to special education or students who are new to DOE schools with 
existing IEPs, changes to a student’s promotion criteria must be made by the end of May in order to be in 
effect for June’s promotion decisions.  

●​ For information on how promotion criteria should be determined, applied and evaluated for students with 
disabilities, refer to the Promotion Criteria Guidelines for Students with Disabilities in Grades 3-8. Additional 
resources on modified promotion criteria are available from the Division of Students with Disabilities.  

​  
If you ever have any questions regarding your child's grade, please reach out directly to your child's teacher at any 
time.   Our Academic Policy provides all students with the best opportunity to be successful in a variety of ways, as 
teachers are able to provide both qualitative and quantitative feedback to families.  We value and celebrate both 
progress and performance at P.S. 133 throughout the school year, as we collectively work together to best prepare 
our students for the following school year, Middle School, and BEYOND.   If you have any specific questions regarding 
the P.S. 133 Grading Policy, you are welcome to reach out to Mr. Paolano.   
 
Thank you for your continued support.  

 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/a-501-english
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/promotion-for-students-with-ieps-english.pdf
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/preschool-to-age-21/special-education-in-nyc

